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Kiwanis is a global organization of volunteers dedicated                            to changing the world one child and one community at a time 

Annual 

convention 

in August  

   The 94th Annual South-

west District Convention 

will be held August 3 - 5, 

2012, in Albuquerque, 

New Mexico, at the Em-

bassy Suites. A $99 suite 

rate (plus applicable tax, 

which is currently 13%) 

will be available for atten-

dees who make their room 

reservations by July 13. 

This rate includes hot 

cooked breakfast made to 

your specifications and 

Happy Hour each day. 

   Mark August 3 - 5, 2012 

on your calendar now. 

   A district mailing was 

sent to club presidents 

and secretaries on April 20 

with more information and 

convention registration 

materials, including dele-

gate registration and con-

vention awards. 

  This would be an excel-

lent opportunity for those 

members who want to be 

future board members and 

take leadership positions 

in our club. 

   “I promise you one awe-

some convention with a 

few twists and turns,” said 

Southwest District Gover-

nor Bobby Davis. “Come 

help us celebrate another 

great year for Kiwanis.” 

Membership Madness! 
Club Secretary 

Betty Pantuso, left, 

performed an 

induction cere-

mony recently to 

welcome Brenda 

Scharnow, center, 

to the Kiwanis 

fold. Her husband, 

Mike, was all 

smiles as her 

sponsor. Brenda 

was the first in-

duction under the 

Mayhem program. 

   Don’t forget that the May Madness Membership Mayhem contest is still in 

effect for the Noon Kiwanis Club. That’s right, Mayhem officially runs until 

Aug. 30, 2012, at which time we will determine who wins the contest. The 

main goal is to build our membership ranks and grow our club. The more 

hands, the better! Help us achieve our goals... 

   We had an awesome May 17 luncheon meeting that was geared toward 

prospective members. We had 10 folks show up to enjoy lunch and hear 

what we had to say about Kiwanis International and our club. Presentations 

by Mike Scharnow, Ron Smith and Dr. Liz Smith helped inspire everyone who 

was in the room. It was a good reminder for long-time members as to exactly 

why we all joined Kiwanis in the first place. We had two people, Kooradut 

Maharat and J.W. Clarkson, sign up immediately after the meeting, and more 

are surely to come! Their sponsors were Ed Kehe and Jerry Comeau, respec-

tively. 

   As for the contest, don’t forget the club is offering a prize package for the 

best recruiters. You could win a free club membership next year, 10 free 

lunches or 5 free lunches! If there is a tie, a random drawing will be held to 

determine the winners. Things just don’t get much better than that... 

   We look forward to even more inductions in the months to come.           
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A WORD FROM PRESIDENT CT: 

The role of women in our club 

   Kiwanis International is saluting the history of women during the month of June. Therefore, I de-
cided to ask Jerry Miles, our historian, parliamentarian, author, attorney and member extraordinary 
to draft a brief statement for this edition of the newsletter. Thank you, Jerry, and now here it is.  

By Jerry Miles 

   As with other service clubs such as Rotary and the Lions Club, Kiwanis International limited 
membership in its clubs to men, from its founding in  Detroit in 1915 until 1987, more than 70 years 
later, when women were officially allowed to join. 

   This policy of “Men Only” was fairly uniform in fraternal organizations, service clubs,  business 
clubs and country clubs. But in the mid-1980s, those barriers began to break down all across the 
country. Ironically, this was several years after segregation in schools, clubs and other organiza-
tions became illegal. Today it is probable that there are more “women’s clubs” with membership 
limited to the “fairer sex” than there are men-only clubs. For example, here in Fountain Hills there 
are three women’s clubs but there is only one “The Club,” which limits membership to men  
(religious and veterans organizations are not included in this discussion). 

   It was three years later that the Kiwanis Club of Fountain Hills accepted the concept. Bobbie 
Cruikshank was the first female member, submitting her application for membership on May 17, 
1990. A week later, on May 24, 1990, Mary Davenport submitted her application, followed the next 
day by Peg Tibbetts. Joan McGivern, Joanne Meehan, Maida Navis, Mary Wood and Erna Conroy 
Charles joined later that year. 

   Many women have risen to the position of president of the club. The first woman to serve as 
president  was Cathy Harder, elected in 1998. She was followed by Jackie Miles in 2003. Liz Smith 
was elected president in 2006, Donna Yordy in 2007, Carol Gregory in 2010 and Phyllis Horan in 
2011. 

  Today the Noon Kiwanis has 19 women members and 44 men. And the women continue to play 
a major role in our service activities. 

Kans and litter 

Paul “The Kan Man” Appeldorn will 

be on vacation July 1-11, so keep 

drinking but save those kans. 

As for litter patrol, the next chance to 

clean up streets will be Aug. 20. It’s 

never too early to start planning. 
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   K-Kids have finished until the next school year. We are waiting to see if we can deliver the pillows we made to the 
soldiers in person. At our last meeting, which was a cake and ice cream party, we elected officers for next year. Those 
going on to Middle School are anxious to become Builders. There is only one problem. Elizabeth Van Voorhees can no 
longer be the Builders advisor. We need someone from the club to step forward and take over that position or the Build-
ers Club will die. This happened years ago, and I restarted the club about nine years ago. It is not a hard job and is fun 
and very fulfilling to see these kids turn into great leaders. There will be many Kiwanis moments, Elizabeth and I can 
guarantee that. Let us not disappoint these kids. Be that person in their lives who made a difference. I still have kids 
who were Builders seven years ago come over to talk to me when I am out and about. They do remember times that 
you spent with them; so you be the lucky person who will be there for them. 

    Phyllis Horan   K-Kids Club Advisor 

   Steffnie Beck  School Advisor 

Congratulations on a job well done! 

Ally McAuliffe takes to the podium to share with the Noon Kiwanis Club one project performed by the K-Kids this past 

school year. A group of kids came to a recent lunch to sit with Kiwanians and meet them, telling them what their favorite 

project was. For most of them, it appeared to be Relay for Life, which allowed them to “camp out” at Fountain Park and 

raise funds for the American Cancer Society. Advisor Phyllis Horan, a former club president, has done a tremendous job 

with K-Kids and giving them leadership skills for the rest of their lives. 
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Now that’s terrific! 
Elementary school kids were all smiles after receiving their surprise bikes for being Terrific Kids all year long. 

Brad Handt and Vivian Rodriguez from Four Peaks 

Elementary School with their new bikes. 

    It’s been a terrific school year for the Fountain Hills Noon Kiwanis Club. 

   Each week during the school year selected students at McDowell Mountain 

and Four Peaks elementary schools as well as the Charter School have been 

recognized as “Terrific Kids” for their attitude and character traits. 

   The Kiwanis-sponsored program rewards students not necessarily for aca-

demic-related accomplishments but for being “terrific” with respect to atti-

tude, cooperation, respect, honesty and other character traits. 

   The program culminates each year when key students are chosen by their 

school principals who have embodied the program’s goals throughout the 

school year. 

   The students are brought to the Community Center during a Kiwanis lunch-
eon by their school principals or teachers, and then surprised with brand new 
bicycles as a reward for their behavior and attitude during the school year. 

   Students surprised with bikes and helmets this year – sold to Kiwanis by 

Fountain Hills Bike Shop – were Alisha Roman and Daniel Butler, both second 

graders at McDowell Mountain Elementary School; fourth grader Bradley 

Handt and fifth grader Vivian Rodriguez at Four Peaks Elementary School; 

and Connor Craig and Mikah Jo Wettschurack from the Fountain Hills Charter 

School. 

   “Thank you for your generosity and support,” Joanne Meehan, McDowell 

Mountain principal and herself a Noon Kiwanian, told the service club. 

   “And for reinforcing the core values that are so important in growing up.” 

(cont. on Page 5) 
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 Terrific Kids 

(cont. from Page 5) 

  Noon Kiwanis Club President Dr. C.T. Wright noted that it is likely 

the club’s most anticipated meeting of the year because of the looks 

on the kids’ faces. 

   “We talk about ‘Kiwanis moments’ in our club, and those are true 

Kiwanis moments,” Wright said. 

   “They help remind our members why they are Kiwanians and 
what our club represents.” 

Kids and teachers, at right, react to the unveiling of the bikes. 

Official Governor’s Visit — District 11 
Come on out and work with and meet SW District Governor Bobby Davis and First Lady Nina 

 

Saturday, June 16, 2012 

Boys & Girls Club service project 

Rose Lane Branch 

8250 E. Rose Lane 

Scottsdale 
 

Event is from 8 to 11 a.m. Project will include painting the front of 

the building and planting flowers. 

A free luncheon picnic will be hosted from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Chap-

arral Park, 5401 N. Hayden Rd., Scottsdale, by Lt. Governor Amy 

Buchman, who will be providing hamburgers and hot dogs to barbe-

cue. Each club is encouraged to bring a salad & dessert. 
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   Several Builders started the spring off by helping their Kiwanis sponsors at the Eggstravaganza. They helped with beverage 

service and pitched in wherever needed. 

   We worked on a lot of fundraisers to raise money for the American Cancer Society. We worked several lunch-time shifts sell-

ing our mood rings and candies that had attached notes of kindness to the teachers and students they were delivered to. We 

bought luminarias in the memory of many friends and family members who unfortunately have been touched by cancer. On April 

28 and 29 our team of Builders set up our booth at the weekend walk Relay for Life. We were smack dab in the middle of Key 

Club and K-Kids, a wonderful place to be. Cassidy Hartman, the president of Key Club and an old VP of Builders Club, came 

over and gave us all a big hello. Our charity booth was all about kids with cancer. We invited everyone to come and make inspi-

rational cards of hope for children suffering from forms of this disease. The cards will be given to the Phoenix Children’s Hospi-

tal. We collected 156 cards and raised $457.99 -- some donations were still coming in and we anticipate raising over $500. Eve-

ryone was extremely dedicated to making this event a huge success. Toni and I are so proud of them. 

   We also had a blast on the One Day project at the Boys and Girls Club. Some of the Builders helped to patch and paint the 

interior of the building. Others worked in the 90 degree weather sprucing up the landscaping around the building. They worked 

so well I am thinking we should have a One Day project at my house! I do have to add a special thank you to Mike Scharnow for 

all the good eats. Everyone enjoyed the BBQ. 

On May 4 we had our yearly joint meeting with Key Club. It is always fun and we hope the graduating Builders continue their 

community service dedication with Key Club. Officers for 2012-2013 Builders Club were chosen. May 8 was our last meeting 

and it was a swim party at the Van Voorhees casa. The Builder of the Year was announced and celebrated. It has been a year 

of hard work and true dedication. This was just a great group of kids and your Builders advisors thank you for the opportunity to 

serve.  Have a great summer Kiwanians. 

Toni Kelly and Elizabeth Van Voorhees   Builders Club Advisors 

We had a great year! 
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Time for Ronald McDonald House 

on Thursday evening, June 21 

Katie Krause, Betty Pantuso and Mike Scharnow hangin’ with Ronald last year in Phoenix.    Photo by Jon Geller. 

Another Blood Drive coming 

   It’s time to roll up those sleeves and get 

ready for the next blood drive July 29-30. 

Our awesome coordinators, Dr. Liz Smith 

and Paul Appeldorn, have been hard at 

work preparing for this next drive. 

   Volunteers are needed to man the drives 

as well as willing Kiwanians who are able to 

donate blood. Because it’s summer, it will 

be more difficult to get donors, so it’s impor-

tant that whoever can donate is willing to 

step up and be counted. Hundreds of lives 

are typically saved from a local blood drive. 

   Volunteers are being sought to help pre-

pare dinner for families who are staying at 

the Cambridge House Ronald McDonald fa-

cility on Thursday evening, June 21. 

   As you know, families who are undergoing 

cancer treatment are invited to stay at Ronald 

McDonald Houses for little cost. The Cam-

bridge House facility is actually located near 

Phoenix Children’s Hospital. 

   “We will try to prepare our own dishes and 

then carpool down to the facility,” said club 

Vice President Mike Scharnow, who is orga-

nizing the event. “We’ve never been to this 

particular facility, so it will be a new experi-

ence for all of us.” Sign-up sheets will be 

available at meetings or contact Scharnow. 
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June 21  Bob McAvoy 

 anniversaries  

  June 7  Haley Braun, Key Club lieutenant governor from FH 

  June 14  Town Manager Ken Buchanan 

  June 21  Asst. Fire Chief Randy Roberts 

  June 21  Visit to Ronald McDonald House 

  June 28  NO MEETING 

  June 28-July 1 International Convention 

  June 29-30 Blood drive 

June 2012 Calendar 

 birthdays  

Larry & Patricia Spade  June 19 

Elizabeth & David Van Voorhees June 20 

Bill & Marilyn Muehlhauser  June 21 

Harry & Edee Grider  June 30 

Helping homeless 
Club Vice President Mike Scharnow, left, presents 

armfuls of socks, underwear and T-shirts to Nita 

Blose of the Fountain Hills Girl Scouts Neighbor-

hood. The local Girl Scouts were collecting items to 

benefit Stand Down, a non-profit organization that 

helps approximately 1,200 homeless and at-risk 

veterans in Arizona. The Girl Scouts collected items 

during May. Several generous Noon Kiwanians do-

nated items to Scharnow, and he in turn gave the 

goods to Blose and the Girl Scouts. “It was kind of 

late notice, but I thank those members who gave,” 

Scharnow said. “It’s always good to let other groups 

in town know that Noon Kiwanis cares and we’ll do-

nate to all kinds of causes. This was a definitely a 

good cause and I’m glad the Girl Scouts took it on.” 


